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Character 

“The function of education is to teach one to think intensively and to think 

critically. Intelligence plus character – that is the goal of true education.”  

– Martin Luther King  
 

“Human greatness does not lie in wealth or power, but in character and goodness. 

People are just people, and all people have faults and shortcomings, but all of us 

are born with a basic goodness.” – Anne Frank  

 

While a robust curriculum and solid academic 

programs are considered pillars to the foundation of 

an excellent education, in Baldwin, we also believe that 

a focus on character building is equally important. 

Through our teachings, we aim to develop the whole 

child. Being kind, honest, and generous are all 

important qualities that will help our students succeed 

long after they leave our district. 

 

This year, our schools are dedicated to encouraging 

good character traits through acts of kindness and 

generousity. In recent months, our Lenox fifth graders 

worked in conjunction with the entire school 

community to donate gently used clothing and 

backpacks stocked with brand new school supplies to 

Haiti. At Brookside, students and staff are in the 

midst of their annual Relay for Life fundraiser, where 

all proceeds go to Relay for Life Cancer Research. 

Steele students recently painted rocks with positive 

messages which will be placed alongside the school’s 

walkway and throughout the community to help 

spread kindness. At Plaza, each grade level, as well as 

staff and the PTA, fundraised for a charity of their 



 
 
 

 

 
 

choice, raising more than $5000 in funds, pet supplies, 

canned goods, and books. They then celebrated with a 

“Kindness Walk” where the students and their parents, 

teachers and administration represented their cause. 

The Middle School students made fleece blankets for 

children with cancer at NYU Winthrop. High School 

students conducted numerous fundraisers this year for 

such charities as World Aids Organization, American 

Heart Association, Cohens Children’s Medical Center, 

to name just a few. 

 

Last but definitely not least, one of our schools 

in particular stands out at the moment for their 

commitment to “good” character development. 

After much hard work and dedication by the 

students, teachers, staff, and administration, 

Meadow Elementary School now accompanies 

Plaza Elementary School, who received this 

distinction last year, as one of only eighty-eight 

schools nationwide to be designated a National 

School of Character by Character.org. In 

addition, their club, Character C.O.U.N.T.S., was 

recognized as a 2019 Promising Practice, the 

only school in New York State to receive this 

honor. Some of their award-winning programs 

include their Morning Greeters, Peer Mediation 

and Mindful Minute. They also won first place in 

New York State in the national Future Problem 

Solving competition for their “Project Kind Kids” 

and will compete Internationally starting June 5. 

Please join me in congratulating them on these 

incredible achievements and wish them luck in 

the competition.    

 

Thank you to our students and staff for always leading with kindness and for focusing 

on building character. Thank you to our families and community for being supportive 

and outstanding role models. It’s been an extraordinary year, and I could not be any 

prouder.  

 

I hope to see you at our end-of-the-year events in June, and I wish you all the best as 

you finish up the school year and prepare for a beautiful and relaxing summer. 

  

Your Very Proud Superintendent, 

 

Dr. Shari L. Camhi   

 

 

 “Character cannot be developed in ease and quiet. Only through experience of trial and 

suffering can the soul be strengthened, ambition inspired, and success achieved.”  

– Helen Keller 


