
Nearly 500 books donated 
by Lenox Elementary School
By KARINA KOVAC
kkovac@liherald.com

On April 13, two students 
Laila in third grade and Samuel 
in fourth grade from the Lenox 
Elementary School donated 
nearly 500 books to The Book 
Fairies. An organization has 
been taking books  that 
would’ve been discarded and 
putting them into the hands of  
eager children since 2012. 

Laila, a third grader from 
Lenox started the community 
outreach effort in 2020 by writ-
ing a note to principal Valerie 
Paul in second grade, asking 
her if  the school could do some-
thing along the lines of  give a 
book and take a book. Paul 
decided to keep the trade aspect and 
reached out to neighboring organization 
The Book Fairies in Freeport. 

To make the trade a reality, collection 
boxes were set up in the school so parents 
and students could drop off  their discard-
ed reading materials. Then during pro-
cessing the books, students were able to 
write a note inside each book that they 
donated with a sentiment of  kindness and 
encouragement with the hopes of  expand-
ing on their love of  reading. 

Whether teachers are trying to 

increase student’s love of  reading, boost 
literacy, build a school or classroom 
library or make sure that children have 
books to take home – The Book Fairies 
want to make sure these valuable resourc-
es are available. 

Denise Wright, volunteer at The Book 
Fairies say the donations, “Feel so good 
because it gives the opportunity to help 
everybody else that’s in need of  books, 
especially other schools or churches…we 
want to say thank you because it gives 
everyone else the opportunity to have 
books.” 
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LAILA ANd SAmueL hold up two books out of nearly 
500 that were donated to The Book Fairies. 

Invasive spatterdock plant    
removed from Loft’s Pond
By KARINA KOVAC
kkovac@liherald.com

Nassau County legislator Debra Mulé 
announced April 27, that the county’s 
Department of  Public Works has begun 
the removal of  invasive spatterdock from 
Lofts Pond after two years of  Covid-19 
delays. The work began on Friday April 
22, which was Earth Day, a day known for 
demonstrations of  support for environ-
mental protection.

Spatterdock is an invasive water lily 
that is known to disrupt aquatic ecosys-
tems in ponds, lakes and slower moving 
streams. The plant  naturally emits an 
oppressive repulsive odor that previously 

prevented residents from fully enjoying 
the park or using their backyards. 

“This important project will restore 
ecological balance to Lofts Pond, make 
the park much more attractive to visitors, 
and greatly improve quality of  life for the 
residents who live next to the pond,” legis-
lator Mulé said. “Thank you to the 
Department of  Public Works for their 
efforts to complete this long-awaited proj-
ect in time for the spring and summer 
months.”

In May 2020, federal officials autho-
rized Nassau County to remove up to 75 
percent of  the invasive overgrowth; how-
ever, the project was delayed because of  
the pandemic.
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The 
depARTmeNT 
Of Public 
Works actively 
removing the 
spatterdock in 
the pond on 
April 27. 


