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November 2018 

 

Kindness and Giving Thanks 

“Kindness in words creates confidence. Kindness in thinking creates 

profoundness. Kindness in giving creates love.” – Lao Tzu 
 

It has been an amazing 

beginning of the school year in 

Baldwin. Our students have 

exceeded all expectations in 

their participation in the “21 

Days to Be Kind” Challenge. 

Some might accept such a 

challenge and start and end 

with the other participants, but 

Baldwin students extended 

and expanded the challenge, 

and have used the opportunity to be even better, kinder people and citizens. 

 

As we approach the Thanksgiving holiday, give thanks 

for the beautiful young people who surround us with 

love and affection, honesty and integrity, caring and 

kindness. In the writings of Aesop, “No act of kindness, 

no matter how small, is ever wasted.”  

 

This “Shout Out” is sent with pride and joy to my Baldwin 

family and warm wishes for a healthy and happy 

Thanksgiving holiday with friends and family. 

 

Look on the next couple of pages for a partial list of the 

acts of kindness accomplished by our innovative, 

inclusive and involved Baldwin students.   
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Baldwin High School 

 Many teachers have incorporated kindness into 

their lessons. For example, Mr. Al Nardone 

asked students to write a poem about 

tolerance/anti-bullying. Mr. Tim Ryley conducted 

the “heart exercise” in his class to help students 

gain a better understanding of how negative 

comments create an unfriendly, unpleasant 

environment in the classroom and impact 

others.   

 

Baldwin Middle School 

 A kindness “graffiti” wall was created, where students and staff penned 

messages filled with kind and inspiring words.  

 Ms. Maria Tobon’s class prepared treat bags for the custodians to show 

their appreciation.    

 

Brookside Elementary School 

 Ms. Michele Dionisio’s 4th graders turned 

closed mindset statements into “growth” 

mindset statements as a reminder to always be 

positive to others and yourself. 

 The 3rd grade at Brookside Elementary created 

a “Compliments Corner,” where students and 

teachers wrote kind notes to each other and 

placed them into the paper bags.   

 

Lenox Elementary School 

 The 5th grade worked in conjunction with the entire school community to 

adopt a family in need and donated gently used clothes and backpacks 

fully stocked with brand new school supplies.  

 Students surprised their security guard with a 

sign filled with thank yous and words of 

gratitude for keeping them safe.  

 

Meadow Elementary School 

 Student greeters stand at the entrances in the 

morning to welcome incoming students and 

staff to help start the day on a positive note.  

 There is a box filled with kind acts that 

students have performed, which get read during the morning 

announcements to help inspire others. 
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Plaza Elementary School 

 Plaza students were asked to write about a time when they were kind. 

The articles were displayed in the hallways to inspire others. 

 During the morning announcements, daily acts of kindness were read to 

encourage students to be kind.  

 

Steele Elementary School 

 A “Kindness Bulletin Board” was created by Ms. Aquino’s 2nd grade class 

to showcase kind acts, which will continue to get updated throughout the 

year. 

 The theme of kindness continued at Steele with the Sandy Hook “Start 

with Hello Week,” which encourages students to make a difference with 

their peers by helping those who show signs of social isolation.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 


